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FAIRER votes 
The Alternative Vote

How do you vote with AV?
With the present voting system, you
mark an X against just one candidate.

With AV, you number as many  
candidates as you like in order of preference: 1, 2, 3,…

You are saying: “I want No 1 to win.  But, if No 1 has 
no chance, I want No 2 to win – and so on.”

Why is AV a better system?
There is no need for tactical voting.  You can vote for 
the candidate you really want to win.

Extremist parties are less likely to win seats in 
Parliament, because they will attract few 2nd 
preference votes.

Every MP must be supported by more than 50% of their 
voters.  So a widely unpopular candidate is unlikely to 
be elected.

AV discourages negative campaigning and extreme 
policies, because candidates need to attract 2nd 
preferences as well as appeal to their own voters.

How are votes counted?
If no candidate gets 50% of the votes cast, the 2nd 
preference votes of the lowest candidate are distributed 
to the other candidates.  And so on, until one 
candidate gets 50%.
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